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Report 
 

Date: February 26, 2008 
 

Another Successful Grant! 
The Haines Borough has been tentatively selected for $50,000 to 
fund the replacement of the Tsirku River Ice bridge used to 
access Chilkat Lake. The winter bridge was destroyed during a 
storm last winter. Special thanks to Dave Palmer for his help in 
securing this grant. The Borough (through the Department of 
Parks) will also receive $32,200 for phase 2 of improvements at 
the Battery Point Trail. Thanks to Joel Telford and his staff 
for their work on this popular trail. 

Harbor Master Plan 
As reported by the Mayor, there is a need to create an overall 
master plan for the improvements and expansion plans at the 
harbor to be sure that we do not create conflicts for ourselves 
as we move forward. The Army Corps of Engineers has drafted a 
scope of work for the master plan and will work with the Boat 
Harbor Advisory Committee to ensure that the plan is completed 
before summer. This will coordinate and keep on track all of our 
improvement efforts that are ongoing and address any needed 
changes in the expansion project (breakwaters, etc.). 

Legislative Update 
Representative Thomas has legislation ready to introduce that 
will increase Haines’ participation in the revenue sharing 
program. Haines has lost funds ever since consolidation since it 
is now one government unit instead of two. The House has also 
begun work on the capital bill. Senator Kookesh continues to 
champion school funding and the PCE program which has come under 
attack in the House. 



Water Tank Project 
The bid documents for the Young Road water tank replacement and 
road improvements (including the replacement of the old wood 
stave water line) projects are nearly final and should be 
advertised within the next several days.  
 

Other Projects 
Work continues on the sewer forcemain and the downtown asbestos 
concrete waterline replacement. Since we are pursuing low-
interest loans that involve federal funds, there are a number of 
regulatory compliance issues to address from DEC and EPA. Cost 
estimates and a recommendation for road paving should be ready 
for next month’s meeting.  
 

Wood Heat  
Dan Parrent, Wood Heat Specialist for the Juneau Economic 
Development Corporation will be coming to Haines on March 4th to 
discuss the wood heat feasibility study. The meeting will be in 
the Assembly Chambers at 6:00 pm. The Energy Task Force has been 
asked to participate in this alternative energy initiative.  The 
draft study may be found on the homepage of the borough’s 
website. 

Borough Attorney 
Borough Attorney Bob Blasco’s firm is changing names. The firm 
of Robertson, Monagle and Eastaugh has restructured and is now 
operating as Hoffman, Silver, Gilman and Blasco. Founded in 
1909, it is the oldest continuously operating law firm in 
Alaska. The firm has offices in Juneau, Anchorage, Craig, Kenai 
and Washington, D. C.  
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