
Hello Julie, 
 
I received the Assembly agenda in the mail Friday and see heliskiing is on the docket 
Here are some comments for the assembly meeting: 
 
Dear Assembly, Mayor and Manager: 
 
It seems like there is some discussion of having Alaska Mountain Guides as a heliski 
company in Haines.  Absolutely yes!  It would be an asset to have a professional 
company such as AMG providing that service.  They have been established in town for 
some time now and have proven their professionalism and respect for the community.  I 
have found the people of AMG to be top caliber. 
   
I believe that the long term interests of the borough would be well served by their 
presence in the industry here.  I think many of the hassles that the borough has found 
itself in lately would disappear by having AMG as a provider of heliski services in this 
area.  Competition in industry is natural and good and I believe their professionalism and 
sense of community would improve the overall quality of this business sector in Haines.   
 
The heliski commission is currently working out some details of this years season and 
should finish their work soon.  It sounds like they are coming up with some 
recommendations that will be a good start towards managing the industry.  This 
commission was a good idea and I hope their efforts will begin to bring some peace 
around this issue.  Whatever they come up with, there should be annual reviews and 
“tweaking” to find the best acceptable balance. 
 
Ron Jackson 
Box 961 
Haines, AK. 99827 
 
cc:  AMG 
 



From: zach@guidesinalaska.com [mailto:zach@guidesinalaska.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 4:45 PM 
To: jcozzi@haines.ak.us 
Cc: Alaska Mountain Guides 
Subject: Heliskiing 
 

Haines Borough, 
 
  I am writing to express my support of opening the heli-skiing industry in the Haines borough to more operators. I 
feel there is an adequate amount of environment within the borough to issue additional permits to guides who are 
interested in adhering to borough operating regulations. I believe Alaska Mountain Guides to be such a company 
worthy of a borough heli-skiing permit. They are safe, responsible, and respectful to guidelines under which the 
must operate. They also have a large reputation which will help to bring focus to Haines as they attract new clients. 
 
--- Zachary Sheldon, 38-Mile Haines Highway 

 



 
 

Haines Borough 
PO Box 1209 
Haines AK  99827 
 
Dear Mayor, Manager, and Assembly et al: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Tourism Advisory Board in support of 
Alaska Mountain Guides and their recently submitted Helicopter tour 
permit application.  The growth of the helicopter ski industry in Haines 
has been beneficial to our economy as it provides much needed revenue 
to local businesses during the helicopter operating season.   
We believe Alaska Mountain Guides is an ideal candidate to approve for 
a commercial helicopter skiing permit as they are currently a local tour 
operator with vast experience and an exemplary record. 
Alaska Mountain Guides has established a tradition of community 
service and professionalism. 
There is an abundance of mountainous terrain surrounding Haines to 
support additional helicopter skiing.   
The tourism advisory board members present at the January meeting 
voted unanimously to recommend Alaska Mountain Guides for an 
additional helicopter operating permit.   And believe the community as 
well as this industry in general would benefit from having this additional 
operator. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Gregg Johnson 
Vice Chair/TAB  
 
Jason Gaffney recused himself for the vote in support of this 
recommendation. 
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Feb. 3rd, 2011 

Dear Madame Mayor, Haines Borough Assembly Members, and Haines Borough Employees, 

Let me begin by saying that it’s refreshing to see the recent collaboration of the Haines Borough, 

its residents, and the heli‐skiing industry.  Through civil discussion, all parties more clearly understand 

the extremely convoluted challenges we face from a variety of angles. The commitment of many hard 

working individuals is laudable and continues to bring us closer towards reaching the ideal ratio for 

providing world class skiing opportunities, maintaining a paramount part of Haines’ winter economy, 

and minimizing heliskiing externalities.  In spite of the progress, there are still some lingering issues 

which need more examination; the most pressing being the Alaska Mountain Guides desire for a heli‐

skiing permit.   

I was pleased to hear a report of a flight the borough manager and some assembly members 

recently took with Drake Olson.  I believe actually viewing the spectacular mountains we have from up 

close is an important step with respect to the majority of peoples’ goals.  While on the surface it may 

seem the currently permitted areas provide an overabundance of skiing terrain available, capable of 

supporting another company in the mix. However, a more revealing look indicates otherwise.  To those 

unfamiliar with backcountry skiing, it might appear that it’s plausible to ski just about anywhere there is 

snow across the vast landscape surrounding Haines. However, reality dictates an entirely different 

scenario.   

In the United States, avalanches kill more people each year on average than earthquakes, 

landslides, or other mass movement events (Voight et al., 1990). During the 2009‐2010 season alone, 36 

people were killed by avalanches in our country (avalanche.org, 2010).  Sadly, many of these tragedies 

could have been prevented by adhering to strict avalanche safety protocols.  Here in Haines, we draw 

visitors from all over the world to access our renowned “extreme” terrain, yet due to the high level of 

training the current SEABA and Alaska Heliskiing guides possess, we have been able to ski here for years 

with very few serious injuries and no fatalities.  In contrast to developed ski areas that employ active 

avalanche programs which use explosives to constantly blast slopes into submission, we must rely on 

passive techniques that drastically reduce our true amount of skiable terrain. Choosing safe ski runs for 

us is a very complex process focused upon a dynamic relationship between weather, snowpack, terrain, 

and clients’ skill levels.   

Some of you may recall heli‐skiing’s infancy in Haines, when essentially all of the participants 

involved were professionals well versed in avalanche safety.  As a result of their pioneering efforts, over 

a number of years, many of the safe and economically feasible areas in the mountains around Haines 

were delineated in a proprietary manner. As the industry grew, this information was passed down in an 

apprentice type fashion to new guides, at a rate conducive towards supporting a gradual skier traffic 
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increase and a slowly lessening client skill level.  At our current state, we are close to reaching the 

carrying capacity of a sustainable industry striving to reach the goals stated in the first paragraph.  

Bringing in another company with an entirely new guide team possessing little to no local expert 

knowledge of historical microclimate weather patterns, snowpack, and terrain, who wish to rapidly take 

many skiers into the mountains around Haines is a downright dangerous proposition.  

In conclusion, permitting AMG to operate heliskiing out of Haines will undoubtedly jeopardize 

the safety of both guides and clients as they are pushed into unsafe areas to find untracked powder 

desired by demanding clients.  Competition in the heli‐skiing industry is already fierce, especially in 

these difficult economic times.  Diminishing guest experiences will tarnish Haines’ reputation as the 

world’s premier heliskiing destination and ultimately drive clients to other areas in a manner similar to 

which already occurred in the Valdez vicinity.  Additionally, tipping the scales with another local 

operation will stress the fragile consensus residents and the industry has worked so hard to build over 

the years.  I urge you to please consider these facts carefully before making a decision with such massive 

implications, especially in light of the harsh consequences issuing another heliskiing permit will 

inevitably bring.   

Sincerely, 

Matthew Borish, SEABA Avalanche Forecaster and Guide 

 

 



From: Theodore Purdy [mailto:tedlpurdy@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 5:08 PM 
To: Julie Cozzi; daymondhoffman@yahoo.com; steve.vick@gmail.com; blackdoghp@yahoo.com; 
oinkeriwas@gmail.com; bflipper3@starband.net; Jan Hill 
Subject: Letter pertaining to potential A.M.G. tour permit 
 
Haines Borough, 
 
I am the lead guide and operations manager for Alaska Heliskiing. I am writing to express my concerns 
about the potential AMG Heliski permit for 2011. With the closure of the BLM land for this season Alaska 
Heliskiing and SEABA will be in direct competition for ski terrain this season more then ever in the past. 
This can potentially create some safety issues that we are already creating new protocals between 
companies to accommodate for, with our long standing relationships this should work out fine. By adding 
a new company into the permit area, not only will it make it that much more congested, and potentially 
more dangerous, it can possibly have a negative effect on our customers experience. We are trying to 
create a wilderness experience as much as possible and other helicopters and lots of tracks will will not 
help to paint that picture. This is a word of mouth industry and once you loose your customers it will be 
very hard to get them back. 2011 is not the year to consider another operator! 
 
Ted Purdy 
Alaska Heliskiing 
 



From: jonasazi@aol.com [mailto:jonasazi@aol.com]  
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 10:47 PM 
To: Julie Cozzi; climb@alaskamountainguides.com 
Subject: Alaska mountain Guides heli Permit 
 
Hi,  
My name is Jon hirsh,  and I want to encourage the Borough of Haines to accept Alaska Mountain Guides 
request for a commercial heliski permit. have been a living in Haines for over 10 years. I have also known 
the Gaffney's and Ely ( owners of Alaska Mountain Guides) for that time as well.  They are  very 
reputable, honest, hardworking business people. Adding AMG into the equation of heli-skiing in Haines 
would be a good move for Haines. For one I trust them. They are conscience of the community's needs 
and I feel confident they will provide an up front, honest operation.Two, they are also skilled and 
competent. Thirdly, AMG has the history of providing exceptional opportunities for local  youth. The 
borough should be proud to give a heliski permit to these guys. These qualities in a business will help to 
improve Haines' heliski reputation and should be seriously considered for the 2011 ski season. 
  
  I support the heliski business here in Haines, and I also want to enjoy the peace and solitude here in our 
surrounding wilderness.  My support for the heliskiing depend solely on the fact that these companies will 
follow the guidelines that the community has set.. I trust AMG to follow the guidelines. I have heliskied 
and believe there is some big country that could easily be shared by three companies , 
Thank You 
sincerely 
Jon Hirsh 
 
 



From: Stanley Jones [mailto:snjones@aptalaska.net]  
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 10:17 PM 
To: Julie Cozzi 
Cc: climb@alaskamountainguides.com 
Subject: heli-skiing 
 

Julie Cozzi 

Haines Borough 

We support the efforts to increase heli-skiing in the Haines area.  This is an important addition to 
the Haines economy at a time of the year when it is desperately needed by the restaurants and 
housing facilities.  It also benefits the grocers that provide food, our sales tax base, water and 
sewer revenues to the borough as the commercial businesses are metered and the community in 
general as it advertises Haines!  Where can you get better free advertising of our natural beauty 
and fine tourist destination?  Alaska Mountain Guides is a truly professional organization that 
conducts tours in many places around the world.  We encourage the borough to permit AMG to 
provide this additional tour as they are highly qualified and will provide some additional Haines 
employment.  We do not think the number of days of skiing should be limited to 1200 for all 
providers.  Let's promote Haines as a torist friendly destination!!!!!!!!!  Why kill the goose that 
may lay a golden egg?   

Stan Jones & Kathy Pardee-Jones  

 



From: Mark Sebens [mailto:mwsebens@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 6:01 PM 
To: Julie Cozzi 
Cc: climb@alaskamountainguides.com 
Subject: AMG Heliskiing 
 
Dear Haines Borough                                                                                                          I am writing in 
support of Alaska Mountain Guides and their recently submitted Helicopter tour permit application.   The 
growth of the helicopter ski industry in Haines has been beneficial to our economy.  I believe Alaska 
Mountain Guides is  an ideal candidate to be approved for a commercial helicopter skiing permit as it is a 
local tour operation with vast experience and an exemplary record.  Over the years Alaska Mountain 
Guides has established a tradition of remarkable community service and professionalism.  

There is plenty of mountainous terrain surrounding Haines to support additional helicopter skiing.  I 
believe that the helicopter ski industry and the town of Haines would benefit from having additional 
operators.   If AMG is allocated 200 user days out of the airport, they will continue to bring 
professionalism and positively impact the Haines economy.  

   I have personally known Sean Gaffney for better than 20 years and Jason Gaffney for 5 years and have 
always known them to be concientious, hardworking, and responsive to the public trust. Their entry into 
Heliskiing in Haines would be nothing but a bonus to our community.  

   

Thank you for your consideration............................Mark Sebens  
   

 

 



From: Gary Lowe [mailto:glowe307@aptalaska.net]  
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 12:14 AM 
To: Julie Cozzi 
Subject: Alaska Mtn Guides heli skiing permit 
 

  

Dear Haines Borough, 

                I am writing in support of Alaska Mountain Guides and their recently submitted Helicopter tour 
permit application.  

                I have worked for Alaska Mountain Guides for the past three years.  I am extremely proud to 
be part of their team.  The things that stand out in their training is safety, knowledge and compliance 
with state laws and borough regulations.  

                As an, over-protective, parent I encouraged our 15 year old daughter, Samantha to do the 
summer activities that Alaska Mountain Guides offered free to the youth in Haines. I felt completely 
confident that she was in good hands knowing personally the guides she was with and the 
professionalism that they have in all situations.  

                Alaska Mountain Guides is  an ideal candidate to be approved for a commercial helicopter 
skiing permit as it is a local tour operation with vast experience and an exemplary record.  Over the years 
Alaska Mountain Guides has established a tradition of remarkable community service and professionalism.  

                Haines, AK  benefits because Alaska Mountain Guides has chosen this most beautiful and 
recreational area to call home.  I would whole-heartedly recommend supporting Alaska Mountain Guides 
in receiving their Heli-Skiing permit.  

  

                Sincerely, 

                Kelly L. Lowe     935 Small Tracts Rd.     Haines, Alaska 
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