
From: Thom Ely [mailto:akthome@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 9:51 AM 
To: daymondhoffman@yahoo.com; blackdoghp@yahoo.com; Mark Earnest; Jan Hill; Jerry Lapp; Greg 
Goodman; Steve Vick 
Cc: Lynn Canal Conservation; Julie Cozzi 
Subject: Re: Version ? Heli-Ski Ord Revisions 
 
Dear Mayor, Assembly and Manager, 
 
After I sent my comments in for tonight's meeting there was an additional item that was 
requested by Sean Brownell and with out any discussion from the working group was 
immediately adopted by the Manager. 
 
That item is the 30 day additional daylight hours allowed to operate for filming purposes.  This 
additional time if permitted should not be extended past 7 PM.  This will allow residents close to 
helicopter operations some peace and quiet in the evening hours.   
 
Thanks for considering this point.  It would have been good to have the time for the working 
group to properly address this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thom Ely 
Haines, Alaska 
 
--- On Sat, 2/12/11, Thom Ely <akthome@yahoo.com> wrote: 
 
From: Thom Ely <akthome@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Version ? Heli-Ski Ord Revisions 
To: daymondhoffman@yahoo.com, blackdoghp@yahoo.com, mearnest@haines.ak.us, "Jan Hill" 
<jhill@haines.ak.us>, "Jerry Lapp" <bflipper3@starband.net>, "Greg Goodman" 
<oinkeriwas@gmail.com>, "Steve Vick" <steve.vick@gmail.com>, "Rob Goldberg" 
<artstudioalaska@yahoo.com>, weis@aptalaska.net, joe@joeordonez.com, 
seandog@alaskaheliskiing.com, sean@alaskamountainguides.com, "Scott Sundberg" 
<sunny@skiseaba.com> 
Cc: "Lynn Canal Conservation" <lcc11@aptalaska.net>, "Haines Borough" 
<jcozzi@haines.ak.us> 
Date: Saturday, February 12, 2011, 4:32 PM 

Dear Mayor, Manager, Assembly and Heli-Ski Working Group, 
 
While the industry appears to be having their say on the revisions to the Ordinance with a 
proposal to more than double the skier days and add large tracks of terrain, those of us with a 
different view are not being heard or represented.  Some committee members get to ramble on 
while Carolyn Weishahn gets silenced and ostracized while trying to provide input at meetings. 
 
The current version of the Ordinance is not a balanced compromise, as was the stated goal going 
into this process.  The Borough has not followed through on the public's request for regulation 



and oversight of this industry and the industry continues to resist management and limitations.   
 
The goal for this current season needs to be data collection and compliance.  I am not in favor of 
any map revisions at this time.  Until the BLM finishes their public land use process for the Ring 
of Fire Plan any map changes are mute.  Please remove the "temporary operating area" clause.  
There must be areas in the Borough for wildlife and residents that will never be impacted by 
helicopter tourism. 
 
While it would be beneficial to the industry to extend some runs to a lower elevation those 
specific runs have not been identified.  There was one initial map meeting where the three 
industry reps and Rob Goldberg drew in new areas.  Sufficient information on wildlife and back-
country use were not part of that process.  Since then some information has come forward from 
other users and residents but there is still too much proposed area additions. 
 
Doubling the skier days for operators that have been out of compliance during previous seasons 
and have resisted any management or limitations on their business is not fair or equitable.  There 
needs to be a season where they can prove that they can follow code and stay within the 
boundaries.  Hopefully GPS tracking will be implemented this season to do that. 
 
While Alaska Mountain Guides would most likely be a good community partner in this industry, 
it is premature to permit another operator at this time.  At the conclusion of this season once we 
have accurate data on currently permitted operators use and the BLM finishes its planning 
process, adding additional skier days and another operator could be considered. 
 
Because the current operators have pretty much been doing as they please for the past ten years 
the Borough needs tools to collect accurate data.  A very important tool is the flight manifests 
from the chartered helicopter company.  By having the helicopter company provide bi-weekly 
flight manifests to the Borough in addition to the operators skier day count, data can be checked 
for accuracy between competing businesses. 
 
Thanks for considering my recommendations.  I have over fifteen years of input on this issue, 
twenty three years as a Haines business owner and thirty two years as a back-country 
recreationist. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thom Ely 
Haines, Alaska 
 

 



From: Scott Sundberg [mailto:sunny@skiseaba.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 5:02 PM 
To: Julie Cozzi 
Subject: More comments from the desk of Scott Sundberg 

  

I am attaching maps of the airport that have map suggestions on 
them, specifically for new terrain in the Jonothan ward area, and 
details near the kicking horse and Haska, we have not had a map 
committee meeting to finalize the map and do not know when 
we are. 

  

  

 
 
--  

Scott Sundberg 
General Manager/Owner 
Southeast Alaska Backcountry Adventures LLC 
907 314 0445 
P.o. box 1426  
Haines, Ak 99827 
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Feb. 17, 2011 
 
To Mayor Jan Hill, Borough Assembly Members and Manager Mark Earnest: 
 
My comments on the heliski ordinance now before the Assembly are as follows: 
 

1. GPS reporting needs to mandatory. I also am wondering why GPS reporting by 
the heliski companies operating in the Haines Borough did not take place in the 
2010 season. According to the Haines Borough ordinance 09-12-220 passed as 
amended on Jan 19, 2010 requires bi-weekly reporting to the Borough heli-ski 
activities including GPS track logs with coordinates of said activities.  The 
Assembly should not be allocating more skier days and open more areas until 
compliance has been shown and data collected for the current heli-ski ordinance. 

 
2. Penalties should be put in place and be enforced to make sure compliance to 

Borough code is being followed. Why are we continuing to reward heli-ski 
companies who are not in compliance and in fact are violating the conditions of 
their permits. In the heli-ski work meetings this winter companies admitted they 
have been flying wherever they have wanted to in the past. They have also 
violated their permit by going over their allotted skier days in 2010. 

 
3. Concensus has not been obtained on the working group. This group although I’m 

sure putting many hours of work, has been heavily weighted towards industry.  
The heli-ski companies have been given more time and more area when they have 
not even followed conditions of their permits and Borough ordinances. 

 
4. ADF&G recommendations regarding wildlife concerns should be followed.  

ADF&G has not changed their position regarding this issue since their letters 
were sent to the Borough Assembly on Jan 12 and Nov 23, 2010.  

 
 

Sincerely,  
Patty Kermoian 

 
 
 
 




































	Thom Ely 2-22-11

	Scott Sundberg 2-18-11

	Patty Kermoian 2-17-11

	Kip Kermoian 2-17-11

	Jessica Plachta 2-17-11

	Diane LaCourse 2-17-11

	Chilkat Indian Village 2-16-11

	Carol Tuynman 2-16-11

	Kristin Hathhorn 2-16-11

	Katey Palmer & Eric Holle 2-16-11

	Thad Stewart 2-16-11

	Sherrie Goll 2-15-11

	Sally McGuire 2-15-11

	Lynn Canal Conservation 2-14-11

	Thom Ely 2-12-11

	Bill Kurz 2-10-11




